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How Hal comes to

Marry His Sister’s

Husband

By B.C.

Heather sat at the kitchen table drinking coffee
and taking a break from her housework. She finally
began to adjust and get a schedule worked out to be
able to get everything done in an orderly fashion.
Then she heard the baby crying and went in to get
her. She returned and sat holding Alex and began
breast-feeding the child. She still couldn�t get used to
this particular strange and completely awkward obli-
gation that had become an everyday task in her daily
life. It was just something that she�d never dreamed
or imagined that she�d ever be doing. She looked out
the window of their new home and wondered how it
was that she had come to this incredibly strange and
foreign life: Before her mother sent her from sunny
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California to Indiana to help Gil with the baby after
her sister died in an automobile accident - two
months after little Alexandria was born - Heather
was Hal, Gail�s younger brother. A naïve 18 yr. old
boy in Jr. College. Here is Heather�s story, though,
from the beginning.

The Beginning.
Gil Simons met Gail Harris in college at Texas

A&M. Gail was a beautiful blonde California girl ma-
joring in commercial design. She was 5�8� tall
weighed 115 lbs. she had blue eyes, blonde hair mea-
sured 34-24-36 had perky breasts and a body to die
for. She had style and class beyond her years and
dressed is the latest style clothes all the time. She
wouldn�t be caught out of her room without full
makeup and hair just right. She was a Cheerleader
as well as a 3.50 grade point avg. student. As you
might imagine she was also quite popular. Gil on the
other hand was from the Midwest. Grew up in farm
country until his parents were killed in an airplane
crash. He was left a tidy some from the accident but,
there was only an elderly aunt left to raise him his
last year of high school and he went on to get a foot-
ball scholarship at A&M and was studying Engineer-
ing. Gil was 6�2� and 190 lbs. and it was through ath-
letics that he and Gail met and started dating. They
became exclusive and married right after graduation.
They moved back to Gil�s home town in Indiana
where he took over the construction company that
his father had owned before his death.

Things were magical that first year. Gil jumped
right into the work and found things were much
better than he thought work wise. He was getting lots
of jobs he was quoting and business was good. Gail
was also very happy that she found work in her field
too, right away and got hired by a huge firm that laid
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out planned and decorated commercial buildings. It
just couldn�t get better, both were happy in their jobs
they bought a new house which Gail designed and
decorated and then the best news yet. Gail was preg-
nant with their first child.

Then two months after little Alexandria was born,
tragedy struck, Gil got the call from the police as he
was out on a work site. There had been an accident
and his wife and baby where being rushed to the hos-
pital in Ft Wayne. Gil sped to the hospital in record
time, only to find that his wife, the love of his life, did-
n�t make it. The baby was fine as the baby seat pro-
tected her in the crash. A drunk driver ran a red light
and broad sided Gail�s car on the driver�s side. Gil fell
apart and was in shock. He contacted Gail�s parents
and they made arrangements to leave as soon as pos-
sible. Her Dad had to line up someone to watch his
business while they were gone. Gail�s parents Hal Sr.
and Jean Harris owned their own grocery store and
both worked their many hours a day, year around.

So Hal and Jean and son Hal Jr. flew in for the fu-
neral and helped Gil through the next week and a
half. He was still a mess after they had to leave and
wasn�t sure what he would do. Gail�s mother offered
to take little Alex back with them but, Gil couldn�t
stand the thought of being apart from her, especially
now. They were all in a spot as the Harris�s couldn�t
leave their store unattended for long and had no
choice but, to return to California, which was too far
to be of any help to Gil or their granddaughter, and
they really couldn�t keep little Alex in a grocery store
all day long either. Gil told them he�d stay home with
her until he could figure something out.

It was hard and Gil cried a lot those next several
weeks. He had no idea how hard it was to take care of
a newborn 24-7 and was losing ground on his own
health worrying what to do. Jean called him every
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other day to check on him and cried along with him.
She was just about to tell her husband that she was
going to have to go back and help out with her grand
baby, when they realized that Gail�s younger brother
Hal Jr. just finished his last finals and was done for
the summer. Normally he would help at the store but,
Jean told Gil that Hal Jr. could come and help for a
month or so and then she�d come and relieve him.
She said by then she�d hire someone to help at the
mom and pop store and could get away for as long as
it took to get Gil settled. She told him she knew it
wasn�t the best plan but, she just couldn�t leave Hal
Sr. all alone to run the store as he�d had a heart at-
tach a year ago and was still getting himself back up
to full speed.

Hal Jr. still wet behind the ears boarded a plan by
himself having no idea what he was getting himself
into as headed to Indiana. Hal for some reason
thought that he was going to be helping his brother in
law out by working at Gil�s construction company. He
couldn�t believe his ears after Gil picked him up and
the airport and got back home and found that Gil ex-
pected him to watch the baby, while Gil got back to
work at his company. �You want me to baby-sit an in-
fant,� Hal said in shock. �You do know that I�m only
18 and know almost nothing about babies, except
maybe where they come from.� He said. �You can�t be
serious�are you, Gil?� he said hopefully.

�Hal I thought that your Mother explained all this
to you before you left to come here? Believe me I know
that this is crazy but, I don�t have any choice. Your
Mom is going to try and come as soon as she can hire
enough help to assist your Dad in their store. We�re
just going to have to try and do the best we can. I�ll be
here every minute that I can and we�ll have to learn
together somehow. I�ll even look around and see if I
can get someone to come and help you out until you
get the hang of things and we�ll just do that for as
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long as it takes. I know that your sister would be so
proud of you for even trying to take care of the thing
that meant the world to her. Her baby Alex.� he told
the still frightened youth. �Look I�ve spoken to Mrs.
French next door and she says she�ll look in on you
from time to time and that if you need her just call.
Her number is on the fridge.�

�This is crazy. I�m not exactly the domestic type of
guy to start with. I know that I don�t look like your av-
erage macho guy with my long hair and smaller body
but, trust me I�m a guy and like all guy type things
and taking care of a house and a new born baby are a
long way from anything that know the first thing
about. I like sports and going out and partying with
my pals. I was looking forward to doing that this
summer. A bunch of my friends that went away to
school are home for the summer and we were going to
get together and be wild and free for a couple of
months before going back to school in the fall.� Hal
said.

�Look do you think that if I had any other options
right now that I�d even consider leaving you with my
2 month old daughter. I�m in a real life bind her Hal
and like it or not you�re the only family Alex and I
have. I need you to reach down deep inside and pull
up the nerves and strength to pull this together until
we can find another way. I don�t have to tell you what
this means to me and I�ll make it up to you somehow
some way. I look at you and I see so much of your sis-
ter in you. I know that you can do this. Kids a lot
younger than you have had to take care of many
younger siblings in life and I just know that you can
do this if you�ll try.� Gil said trying to convince him-
self as much as Hal about this whole thing.

�Of course I�m going to try Gil, I loved my sister
with all my heart and I love my niece and you too. I�m
going to need a lot of help though. You can start by
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showing me around the house so I know where stuff
is at and then teach me to change Alex and feed her.
I�ll need to know how to mix up her formula and how
often to feed her. Oh dear God help me���.I�m
afraid I�ll hurt her somehow by accident.� Hal said.

�We�re going to have to just take this one step at a
time. I forgot that Gail was still breast-feeding Alex
and that�s why she hasn�t been taking the bottle all
that well. We�ll get through this though�we have to,
because I don�t have any other choice. Come on I�ll
show you around the house first and show you where
everything is.� He said

They went through the house room by room with
Gil pointing out where everything was that Hal would
need for the next day. Gil ordered take out and they
sat in the family room watching a ball game and eat-
ing pizza and beer. Then Gil remembered that Hal
wasn�t quite 19 yet and got him a Pepsi instead.

They set up the guest room for Hal and Gil helped
him make the bed and get things ready. The baby
would sleep in with Gil, as she at least slept through
the night pretty well so far. As Hal asked Gil where
his trunk was with all his clothes and other belong-
ings, Gil turned and said, �Oh Shit, I was so dis-
tracted and upset and glad to see you that I left them
sitting there on the floor where we met.� I�ll try and
get over there tomorrow and pick them up. I�m sure
they put them in unclaimed luggage and they will be
ok until I get there.� Gil said hoping he was right.

Hal took a shower and Gil came in and told him he
was leaving him fresh towels and a new toothbrush.
�I�m leaving you one of my tee shirts to sleep in but
my underpants are way too big for you so you�ll have
to go commando until we get your stuff or you wash
your stuff out. I�m going to bed now while she�s asleep
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so I�ll see you in the morning.� Gil said and shut the
door behind him.

Hal stood in the shower for a long time, letting the
hot water rush over him soothing his nerves and
wondering how in the world he was going to pull this
off. �What do I know about babies? He kept asking
himself, Hell I�m still a baby myself. I don�t know how
these young teens that have babies do it. Well God
willing I�m going to be finding out fast.� He said get-
ting out and drying off. As he reached for the T-shirt
the Gil left for him he laughed to himself as he swam
in it. It almost looked like a dress or nightgown. �I
know I�m small but, I didn�t think I was that small
compared to Gil.� He said.

Hal had trouble getting to sleep thinking about
and worrying about the next day�s agenda. When he
woke it felt as though he�d just fallen asleep. Gil was-
n�t up yet so Hal went in and got the coffee started
just like Gil showed him yesterday. His feet were cold
and he found a pair of his sister�s slippers in the
bathroom and slipped them on. He was pouring him-
self a cup of coffee when Gil came in. Gil stopped in
his tracks seeing Hal from behind. His long blonde
hair the oversized t-shirt and Gail�s slippers. From
this angle for a minute he thought he was seeing his
wife standing there. He walked up and put his hand
on her shoulder, scaring Hal and causing him to
jump around and almost spill coffee on Gil. �Oh My
God�you scared the shit out of me, I�m so sorry I did-
n�t even know that you were up.� Hal said.

�No it�s my fault, I thought you were Gail for a min-
ute there I must be losing it. The hair the t-shirt and
slippers, I�m sorry it just threwme for a minute. I just
can�t believe that she�s not here with me just like ev-
ery day. It still doesn�t seem real to me, God I miss
her.� He said.
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